
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

In 1994, the United Nations Statistical 

Commission (UNSC), which is the highest 
decision-making body of the global statistical 

system, formulated the United Nations 

Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics 
(FPOS). The FPOS ensured that countries would 

be able to produce appropriate and reliable data 
that adhered to certain professional and scientific 

standards. The last principle of the FPOS states 
that, “Bilateral and multilateral cooperation in 
statistics contributes to the improvement of 
systems of official statistics in all countries,” 
putting emphasis on the importance of 

international cooperation in the delivery of 

trustworthy official statistics. 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) also 

highlights the necessity of international 
cooperation in the universal call to end poverty, 

protect the planet, and ensure that everyone can 
enjoy peace and prosperity. Goal 17 calls for the 

revitalization of global partnership for sustainable 
development which requires close coordination 

between governments, civil societies, and the 

private sector. 

One of the strategic thrusts of the 

Philippine Statistical Development Program 
(PSDP) 2018-2023 is the promotion of 

international cooperation in statistics through 

sharing of experiences, practices, and expertise 
in statistics. This is coupled with adherence to 

international commitments and adoption of 
internationally-recognized statistical principles, 

declarations, and best practices. 

International Cooperation was first mentioned by 

the PSDP 2011-2017 Update as part of the 
statistical capacity development efforts of the 

Philippine Statistical System (PSS). It included the 
enhancement of international cooperation in 

capacity building and participation in international 

cooperation programs, conventions, seminars, 
etc. as key developments in the previous period. 

International cooperation was also found 
necessary given the statistical burden of the SDG 

indicators on the PSS. 

Moreover, various countries recognized the 
crucial role of increased support for strengthening 

data collection and capacity building in 
addressing the gap in data collection for the 

targets of the 2030 Agenda. The High-level  
Group for Partnership, Coordination and  

Capacity-Building for the 2030 Agenda  

(HLG-PCCB), at its third meeting held in New York 
in January 2016, agreed to develop a proposal for 

a Global Action Plan for Sustainable Development 
Data. One of the key principles underlying the 

Plan is cooperation. The Plan recognizes the vital 

role of cooperation among countries, regional 
organizations, and other international 

organizations and stakeholders in supporting 
countries’ plans and efforts in capacity building to 

address the needs of the 2030 Agenda. 

The active contribution of the PSS in international 
cooperation activities brings several benefits. 

Through participation in expert group meetings, 
the representatives can influence and contribute 

to the development of international policies and 

guidelines.  Through the sharing of experiences



 

and initiatives, the PSS gains ideas on possible 

ways to improve. In addition to the benchmarking 

of practices, the products and services of the PSS 
are also reviewed. The representatives can 

identify with and meet their counterparts in other 
countries which fosters rapport and partnerships 

that will be beneficial in the future in the form of 
collaboration and technical assistance, to mention 

just a few. 

Through the various learnings and collaborations, 
the PSS can ensure that it is at par with the other 

statistical systems in the world. 

❖ Scope and Coverage 

The Philippines is a member of various 

international bodies and actively engages the 
global statistical system through key coordination 

mechanisms: 

➢ Membership to international bodies 

▪ Interagency Expert Group (IAEG) on 
Sustainable Development Goal 

Indicators 

▪ High-Level Group for Partnership, 

Coordination and Capacity Building 

▪ IAEG on Gender Statistics 

▪ Global Working Group (GWG) on Big 

Data 

▪ Expert Group on Environment Statistics 

▪ Expert Group on International Statistical 

Classifications 

▪ Expert Group on information and 

communications technology (ICT) 

Household Indicators 

▪ Expert Group on Disaster-related 

Statistics in Asia and the Pacific 

▪ Regional Steering Group on Population 

and Social Statistics 

▪ Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

(ASEAN) Community Statistical System 

(ACSS) Committee 

o Subcommittee on Planning and 

Coordination 
o COMPASS Project Steering 

Committee 

o Working Group on International 
Merchandise Trade Statistics 

(WGIMTS) 
o Working Group on International 

Investment Statistics (WGIIS) 

o Working Group on Statistics of 

International Trade in Services 

(WGSITS) 
o Working Group on Data Sharing, 

Analysis, Dissemination and 
Communication of Statistics 

(WGDSA) 
o Working Group on Sustainable 

Development Goals Indicators 

(WGSDGI) 
o Working Group on System of 

National Accounts (WGSNA) 

▪ United Nations Economic and Social 

Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UN 

ESCAP) Committee on Statistics 

▪ United Nations Statistical Institute for 

Asia and the Pacific (UN SIAP) 

Governing Council 

▪ Regional Steering Group for Civil 
Registration and Vital Statistics in Asia 

and the Pacific 

▪ Brunei Darussalam-Indonesia-Malaysia-
Philippines East ASEAN Growth Area 

(BIMP-EAGA) 

▪ United Nations World Trade 

Organization (UNWTO) Group  

➢ Key Coordination Mechanisms 

▪ UNSC – The Philippines has consistently 

participated in the sessions of the UNSC. 
Established in 1947, the UNSC is the 

highest decision-making body of the 

global statistical system. During its 
meetings, Chief Statisticians from 

member states around the world are 
gathered to set statistical standards and 

develop concepts and methods for 
implementation at the national and 

international level. 

▪ UN ESCAP – The UN ESCAP is the 
regional development arm of the UN for 

the Asia-Pacific region. It is the most 
comprehensive of the five regional 

commissions and the largest UN body 

serving the region. It provides  
results-oriented projects, technical 

assistance and capacity building to 
member States in different areas 

including statistics. The Philippines has 
been a steady beneficiary of its efforts as 

well as a contributor in the development 

of the region.



 

▪ UN SIAP Governing Council – The UN 

SIAP, established in May 1970, is a 

center for statistical training in Asia and 
the Pacific by 20 Governments, including 

the Philippines, the United Nations, and 
the United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP) by the initiative of 
the Government of Japan.  In 

accordance with its Statute, the Institute 

has a Governing Council consisting of a 
representative designated by the 

Government of Japan and eight 
representatives nominated by other 

members and associate members of 

ESCAP elected by the Commission. It is 
tasked to review the administration and 

financial status of the Institute and the 
implementation of its program of work. 

Recently, at its 72nd Session, the 
Philippines has been re-elected to be a 

member of the governing council. 

▪ ACSS - The ACSS is a partnership 
between and among the national 

statistical systems of the ASEAN Member 
States (AMSs), the ASEAN Community 

Councils, and the ASEAN Secretariat. 

The ACSS Committee is the highest 
regional policy-making and coordinating 

body on ASEAN statistics. Its primary 
objective is to strengthen the 

organizational framework and statistical 

capacity of the ASEAN Member States 
towards the establishment of an ACSS 

that is able to produce timely and 
comparable statistics in support of a 

rules-based ASEAN Community. The 
Philippines has always played a major 

role in the ACSS as well as in the various 

working groups of the ASEAN Statistics 
Division. In October 2017 the Philippines 

chaired the 7th Session of the ACSS 
Committee and played host to several 

meetings of various ACSS Working 

Groups. 

❖ Implementing Agencies 

The members of the PSS are the implementers of 
the various statistical development programs in 

coordination with the following members of the 
Ad-Hoc Working Group on International 

Cooperation: 

➢ Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) 

➢ Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) 

➢ World Bank 

Milestones, Key Developments and 
Issues and Challenges 

❖ Milestones and Key Developments of 

2016-2017 

➢ Established partnership/networks with local 

and international institutions. 

➢ Presidential directive mandating all 
government agencies to create international 

cooperation units. 

➢ Good reputation (high ranking in terms of 
open data, statistical capacity, requests for 

study visits, e.g., Vietnam, India, etc.).  

➢ Successful hosting of international 

conferences (International Conference on 
Sustainable Development Goals Statistics 

(ICSDGS), ACSS7). 

➢ Membership in Global/Regional Working 

Groups (e.g., IAEG-SDGs). 

➢ Strong management support for statistical 

capacity building. 

➢ PSA is ISO 9001:2015 certified.  

❖ Issues and challenges 

➢ Lack of statistical coordination among 

agencies on international affairs. 

➢ The need to sustain leadership, visibility, 

and participation in the global statistical 

community. 

➢ Need to align the PSDP 2018-2023 with the 

regional strategies for the development of 
statistics such as those for monitoring 

ASEAN Integration among others. 

➢ Need for an ASEAN-Help-ASEAN (AHA) 

Program to address requests from 

Cambodia, Lao, Myanmar, and Vietnam 
(CLMV) countries and the cascading of ACSS 

concerns. 

➢ Increasing commitment to the BIMP-EAGA. 

➢ Need to increase knowledge and expertise 

on various statistical standards and 

methodologies. 

➢ Increasing number of requests from abroad 

to learn from the PSS/PSA.



 

➢ Influx of international questionnaires and 

requests for comments/positions (e.g. from 

United Nations bodies and ASEAN). 

➢ Lack of inventory of foreign-assisted 

projects on statistics. 

➢ Need for constant monitoring of SDG 

implementation. 

➢ Inconsistent statistics for some indicators. 

There is a need to vet and verify sources 

and methods used, as well as accuracy of 

data collected. 

➢ Sustainability of external financing is not 
assured. There is a need to institutionalize 

and augment the funding from the 

government. 

➢ Sudden requests requiring external 

resources for unprogrammed projects  

(e.g., manning). 

➢ Continuity of government priorities  

(e.g., 2030 Agenda).  

➢ The Philippines will be reclassified as an 

upper middle-income country in the 
medium-term (e.g. less concessional official 

development assistance (ODA)). 

Key Statistical Development Programs 
and Activities 

❖ Thrusts and strategies 

With the Philippines’ commitment to international 

cooperation and in consideration of the UN FPOS, 
the ASEAN cooperation in statistics, the 

BIMP-EAGA, the Cape Town Global Action Plan on 
Sustainable Development Data, the following are 

the identified thrusts and strategies  for the 
medium term: (a) enhancement of partnership 

with the international statistical community 

through adherence to international commitments 
such as the SDGs and the UN FPOS as well as 

constant involvement in international 
conferences/meetings; and (b) promotion of 

international cooperation in statistics through 

sharing of experiences, practices and expertise as 
well as adherence to international commitments, 

such as the SDGs, ASEAN Framework of 
Cooperation in Statistics, and adoption of 

internationally-recognized statistical principles, 

declarations, and best practices. 

❖ Major Statistical Development Programs 

and Activities for 2018-2023 

For the program period 2018-2023, the following 

major statistical programs will be implemented: 

a. New Developmental Programs and 

Activities 

➢ Establishment of the Interagency 
Committee (IAC) on International 

Cooperation in Statistics. The IAC will 
consider statistical issues and concerns in 

the global arena with national implications. 

(2019-2020, PSA/DFA)  

➢ Provision of various sectoral statistics 

produced by the different agencies as 
programmed in the PSDP 2018-2023 in line 

with the regional strategies for the 
development of statistics such as those for 

monitoring ASEAN Integration among 

others. (2018-2023, PSA, PSS) 

➢ Develop an AHA statistical development 

program. This will include cascading 
activities for the ACSS (e.g. annual ASEAN 

Statistical Forum) and technical assistance 
for CLMV countries. With the assistance of 

ASEANstats and development partners, the 

PSS will offer opportunities for the improved 
statistical capacity of CLMV countries 

through statistical trainings, academic 
scholarships, study visits and statistical peer 

reviews. (2018-2023, PSA, University of the 

Philippines School of Statistics (UPSS), 

ASEANstats)  

➢ Develop a comprehensive statistical plan to 
respond to BIMP-EAGA commitments. PSA 

will continue to participate in the activities 

of BIMP-EAGA Working Group on Statistics 
and Database (WGSD) and attend relevant 

senior officials’ meetings and ministerial 

meetings. (2018-2019, PSA)  

➢ Inventory and monitoring of  
foreign-assisted projects on statistics  

first at the level of the PSA, then the PSS. 

(2019-2023, PSA/PSS) 

b. Building-up Current Efforts 

➢ Hosting of international events on statistics. 
The ICSDGS will be conducted in 2020 and 

2023, with support from the International 

Commitments Fund of the DFA. The conduct 
of an International Conference on Civil 

Registration and Vital Statistics will also be 
considered during the period.  

(2020 and 2023, PSA, DFA) 

➢ Representation of the Philippines in the 

global statistical community. This can be 

achieved through annual attendance/ 

participation   in   international   statistical 



 

events at the global, regional and  

sub-regional levels. For ASEAN, this will 

entail participation in the various ACSS 

Working Groups. (2018-2023, PSA/PSS) 

➢ Participation in various international 
engagements e.g. study visits, trainings, 

conferences, etc. (2018-2023, PSA/PSS)  

➢ Hosting of international study visits and 

provision of technical assistance. This can 

be done on a per request basis and based 
on the availability of the host 

agency/agencies. (2018-2023, PSA/PSS)  

➢ Formulation of a policy on completion of 

international questionnaires and request for 

comments/positions (2018-2019, PSA/PSS) 
and enhancement of Open Data Portal to 

make statistics more accessible to 
international partners. (2019-2023, 

PSA/PSS).  

➢ Continuous monitoring of implementation 

of SDG-related statistical activities across 

all concerned data producers  

(2018-2023, PSA/PSS)  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


