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22 April 1999
- MEMORANDUM
For : The Passport Division, DFA
: All Foreign Embassies A
Subject 'ACCEPTANCE OF CERTIFICATIONS ISSUED BY

LOCAL CIVIL REGISTRY OFFICES

This Office issues more or less 10,000 certifications a day. Roughly 80% of
these certifications are done in security paper (SECPA) which are required by your
Office from applicants of passport and visa. Several thousands of people come to
our Office daily because it is only our Office that issues certifications in SECPA.
While we appreciate the preference of your Office to honor the certifications issued
by us in SECPA, we came to a point where we are forced to operate under
tremendous strain. Qur physical and human resources are stretched to the limit,
and we could not serve effectively and efficiently anymore the great number of
people coming to us daily.

In view of the foregoing, and in order to bring down the number of people to a
more reasonable level, considering our present resources, we would like to request
your Office to start accepting certifications issued by local civil registry offices
- (LCROs) even if not done in SECPA. If there are certifications issued by LCROs
which are suspiciously spurtous, the same can be submltted to us by your Office for

verification or for authentlcatlon and we will call the attentlon sf the concerned
LCRO.

We hope that this proposition will be acceptable to yorir Qﬁce'.

% RICA
Re str General

TPA/DY...

Copy furnished:
All Regional Administrators
All Provincial Statistics Officers
All City/Municipal Civil Registrars
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We would like w infleray veu that the Office of Consular Affairs particudacly the
Passpoit Division has desisied from accepting LOR 1ssued birth, marriage and death
certificatas ‘as a result of previous experiences of rampant %ilbmis.‘::l@n of spurious
certitications from different municipalities. There are also instances where accredited
agencies are in possession ¢f blank certifications signed by the Local Civil Registrar
ready for submission to the ;Pd-sqpa Division. More alarming is the fact that there are
local government officials who could easily change/alter the original entries in the civil
registiy fecords upon mqueat by the concemed person. '

Rr:qujrmg domm'wmsf from your Office is in consonance with the Departrent’s
chligation to ensure that piéi‘é‘ipi)'f’iﬂ are issued to legitimate persons with authentic
sdocuments only.  This Gffice is of the opinion that the genuineness of the documents
submitied by passpost dp})huﬂﬂh has 10 be fully ascertained since the Departriient is at
prescni preparing for the implementation of Machine Readable Pawport/Visa Project
{(AKRPYV) :

Yery truly vours,

-~

For the Secretary of Foreipn Affairs:

MR TOMAS P, AFRICA : -
" Cwvil Registiar General -
National Staustics Otfice
EDSA coret Times 5t
‘West Triangle, Que:e:np City
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implementation of Machmna Headabis Passport/Visa Project (MIRFPV),
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e :
- For the Seeretary of Foresga Alfars,
MA CORAZON YAP-BAHNIN
Acting Assistant Secretary
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MR TOMAS P AFRICA _ T3 I( /7/
Civil Repisuar General :
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